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Abstract: Tamil Siddha literature represents not only spiritual experiences and philosophical insights but also a
critical engagement with social inequalities, caste divisions, religious differences, superstitions, ritualistic practices,
and institutional religious authority prevalent in society. In this context, the songs of Pampatti Siddhar constitute a
significant body of thought concerning social reform, rationalism, equality, religious criticism, opposition to caste
discrimination, and inner enlightenment. The voice raised against caste divisions promotes the principle of social
equality, while the criticism of religious distinctions emphasizes human unity and fraternity. The songs that
question the unquestioned authority of the Vedas, Sastras, and Agamas advocate intellectual freedom and rational
inquiry. Similarly, the verses that question the perceived power or consciousness attributed to stone idols prioritize
human awareness and understanding over external ritual practices. His criticism of false religious practices and
pseudo-spiritual teachers further emphasizes that genuine religion should be founded upon ethical conduct and
moral values rather than empty ritualism or exploitation. Thus, the thought of Pampatti Siddhar brings together
opposition to caste discrimination, rejection of religious divisions, criticism of ritualism, rational inquiry, intellectual
freedom, and ethical living as interconnected principles of social reform. His songs challenge established social and
religious hierarchies while encouraging individuals to cultivate independent thought, moral awareness, and human
dignity. This article examines the rationalist and social reformist ideas expressed in the songs of Pampatti Siddhar.
It analyzes his perspectives on caste, religion, ritual practices, superstition, intellectual freedom, and ethical values,
demonstrating how his poetry advances a human-centred vision of social equality and reform. The study highlights
the continuing relevance of his ideas in discussions of rationalism, social justice, equality, and progressive thought.

Keywords: Siddha literature, Caste Discrimination, Pampatti Siddhar, Religious Divisions, Criticism

UTLUMLI9F §§SHT UTL6L&6afleL LGHHMLD FP&HEF Fid(H& S (LD
oll. FHFHFCESHT ', . Hemeowigs

g0 wHMID ALMHAULIFILS S, HITAILL LOSMEVESHSD, GLULD, SYHETNTCHED, @bHum
% UHULUSHIOD, STl L LL&SMELESOSD, GLIULD, HHHTNITCHEFD, QHbHuim

W 6TEDIDY

SLODE HHHT QeLSAIID YIS SlgILaIGams LG, &epsd eumpeailed Heoailul
gHMSSMDeSET, FTHL NflaNenense, Fouwl CoumuThR&eT, L BLOLNGMSE6T, CUTEOUITST &L hiGeT,
GG AHHSMTD Hweumenmu|d eNyssr CHTEHO HEHLISTSLD. Qelalimeuiled UMDbUTL g &
§55H6T UTLELSET &Fep&EE FIHHHHEF Shmarmuiw|d UGHSNe| CHTEMSW|D  6UedEMLOWITS
QeuefiiuB$gIHetiment. WeNGIHemenl NMLIL, &T&), FWOWID GCUTETD DL WITaTRISeNET SilgLILenL uileL
Afluueng WLMISF, 2 6w, M6 WSS YHWDMD SlGLLMLULITES QSTHIL  EUTHEmE
Sial] euedlmISHIH M.
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gl THJULLD FLOGGIeUF &I 60 GrlL|LD
umbUTLIgE S5 HleT Fepsd Shgememuiled &1dH 6HIUY PSS @LSHMSL QUMIHDGI.

FTHUN6HT  SgLiLemLulled weNgaemar NFUUG FEps MHMIMIDESG 6THITEIH TTLMS ST
UTL60&6T QeueMULI(B SIS ETMET. Q& emenT,

Frgll NifleNeNCev Femwt eLpL (HGeumLb;
Fheng GleuanNuleNGev Camemev BT (HGeumb.”

61631 LIML6LIQ &6IT 2 60T HGIF 6T (Ramanathan, 2008). &THIL LfleNensnienul N&S Geuctor(hLd
stettm Fengomenr sTEFLILTITEY Qeialigseiled QeuelliLGEAMSI. ‘Femwl el (HCeumD” 6T60TMH 2 (H6USHLD
FMHU UTGUTLmL.  (WOMIVILTE NSCSTHES Ceuagul LI H&] Werheneoamuld &L (hHmE.
weNgIseilamL G QFUMMSIITS 2 (HeumdsUULL &réh CoumunGaeanet BITSHSS, isnemalbLd
FLOLDMEITEUT&HET 61631 H(H&HMS (D6iTesNMIG SN Fed LDoNGCHUISHET Silq.LILIENL WITGLD.

W CaumIUML oL MG @GLD &b emeur

FOWHHET  QuUWPTL  eNgTHeMenLCuwl 2 (heum@G Lemeyssnenujld Umbumllqd H&SI
alwjfsEoTy.  Fow  Gamur® welgisefsr  @uicoumss 2 memell uUTHUUCHTH, Fepd
RDHMIMDEGGD SEOLUITE SMDEMS).

“FLOWIGUHLD LeveUTesT &M CLSMISET

§55CHMECH 6LEVMTG FMH) FMGISHSHEFHCHT.”

6T60TIH LIML.6LIQ &6 FLOWI(PLD FMHUD 2 (haumsG CoumiunBaemend &L (h&eTmenr (Ramanathan,
2008). “FLOWCUHLD” WOMID “FTHCUSD” HHW @Qreauemlujld GCr HasHed meausd NDFHLILIGE
cpeuld, el eaNenLCuwl Netemel 2 (haUTGGL meardF QFWLHms CoumuTGaeamend HHS)
THTSEMMT 6T60TLIG LeoLIL(BHMG).

Qeuausmsuiled  uMbUTLIGE  H&SHer  ShgHemest  FOW  HLOWISSHMGWD  FCPS
FDGHFIOUHMBU|D QU MISHEME. WeNGevileot I SleuesT &MiHG FWSHHGCoT FrHunGeom
@6Lemev; Si6ueNTG| W6NGS H6iTmOUNCELGII 2 6TenG| 61601 SH(HGHH QMG 2 6TaTL RISI|6TernG).

Ceug-gmervdpmiseaflerr ailofgerd

umburl iy &&sfler uGSS NS Ehgmeuller LMADOTH (WEHWS Jaors GCeuslb,
FMeruglrd, SL&L0LD, Lpmewid Gumem HicL&efler SHsMTHmS aNIHEGD CuTdH@ STEILLGE DS

‘FHITCAHD QYMIUMEE FTHSHTLDLICL

SHATD LJTEuihiSHeney FTMHMID Q&0

eNgLbeaNgLomsoeurer Calml HITeLSEHLD

efsoormest [TEL&HGCeT 6TedIM <Y (h LMDGL!

61601 LIML60l6D LILGeum &Loul HILSaNT QUUITHemeT euflensluGSSHW N6t SHeUDEnHM
‘efewimen  HIL&6T  6T6rdh  GSOIUNGEMDMTT (Ramanathan, 2008). @GN  UMETEHE  [HITELSHEMETILLD
WHNID WLMSGL &HHSTS WLGWL YibHHOSTETANTOEN, RIS LigHSHD, FLMGSHmernL
MNeTUMHMISEL PAIIQUDEDMS SM6TUTlg. 2_6TUEHLOWITENT ispILIeN SMlsneull Qum Ceuau(BLd 6160Tm GG
oyLer eNFFeTl CUTSSTEHL LFlhEHIQSTeTaTemLD.

Qeumid  {HIeVMEME  SQLILDLUWITES QBT SeiThSEGmGalL, SisHILICUGHH6T  LH6VLD

2_GuuienLDenll 2 aujelCsH HMHHE 661D HHHSH QYRGS QUNILCAUMISDSH. Q&6 VD UMDUML Iq&
8557 sidenel AHSMHHDG 2L ULL 6601 MIHS SHSHMOEOD, LOENGENET  SHUISHSM6ETSHEGLD

SIMILUGHDGD 2 L UL L 660IDT&HS &([HHFH M.

2 608 QUMLPAYLD 2 6iTend CGefleyld

5657 ShHmeiuiled 2 608 UTPEHEMEMI (WOHOMQID HITaHlumSel, Sigemerrl LML
QzefeyL6 auMpeusmGs (PSAIISHOID HeM&HSUILGHRME. UTDUTLIGEF HSHSF6T UTLe0led 2 6Tens
Qaeaflaler Seufluid euedlmisSLLGHDGI:

‘CH5051HHCH sp(hLbaumend CHement 2 6turL_Leor
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CaeUBSHD C&TELed Q& CHF eumpeilenen

R&SMENQALETM) 6TENNG cpem&IUL 6T [§
o _enmend QGeMNhGIBleoTm oG UTDGLUY

QUUTLe0L 2 608 auUMPHMSUNEHT QUUICLEMUIL|D 2 L 60l60T HleMmeVEMIIL|LD 2 6WIIhGI, 2 6iTeriDd
QzeMibg eump Geusui(Bd 616N &HSHGH CQeuaNULGHMSI (Ramanathan, 2008). “2_efTend Q& erilhGibleTmI”
61601 QHMLGy UMLedl6 emows HhGHenesienil 6T(HSHGHIMIESHDG. CQeuaflllm 2 60ens LG &MibH
QUTDEUMSIL, QUMDEHENSHUTGIT 2 6TI6nDEMIL 2 6uThG QFefeumsn wWeHeneou] 6T eump Geustor(hLd
61601LUGCSH QMG euedlmISSLILGEHMS).

Qaemed UGHSMNe| eTTLUG  Fepsd  BmQaThiGameTr  NIAILCHTH (LI 6U6MLLITLDED,
GesineNgesllenn 91850FHeMeneuu|d 2 66T SEWSTHMS).

femev UMD UGSHSMI6LD

umburligd  §5s7 Qeueilllym  QlqeIRSErSHGLD 2 auje) HemeusGd Qe ulleomest
Caumur_enL_& &L 1g56&5TLHE T

‘@ eMUILL SmH&FemevUN6L 2 GuCLIT 2 6wj&FH?

2 UHGHHI6 CLOLTHEHS GH6WIGLIT 2 6u0l]F&1?”

@AUUTL 60160  &6LELITEL 2 (HEUMHSLILLL.  HeneudH@G 26wy 2 600l  6T60TM CHeTaleml
eTPUYEMMY (Ramanathan, 2008). Q&6 epeuld Hemevsmwl WL HGCL @MEDLLEETET @MISH 6l ULMSS
&g auplupRalmssd CaHaaNGGLUGSHSHOM]. o L (PSHWILNS, ‘2 auiFH” 6161m C&FmTeLedl6o
QAWM 2 ulhemen eNGerfest SiMleemnyened (LpeoTesiimis SIS mIT.

QmEG §55Mer CrTéHsD Caumib Hsmew MILL H6LeV; MlaNlveons Geuefliym eufUM_ 6L &
SMLIQEILD 2 6TUIMLDEMUI 2 6WI(HLD 2 6MaTMIhg M6 (PSEILDTETG 6TaOTLMS UEOULMISSHIUSTEHS
Qameremeomd.  eTeotGeu  @UUTL 6L &HHST wIN6T UGSSDe] WLOMID SCHTHG PHW Q@B
FaMIGHEDETILLD 62(HRIKNTNSEHM ).

Gumedl &GP CUTENS (F(H6YLD

gepssdleL  Hevald  Cumedlwimer  WHLUCUTHMBIHMETLID  G(HSGHI  AHSTTHNGW|LD
umbUMLIgF £ aNIHSAMT]. 2 @uenIWITeT P6ehsD WeflGemer HeoaUNUILGSS Couci(hib;
SIHMHG WLIOTS, SMOUTmenUIL LWeTLRSHEH WoHsamer QINBL IO CUTEOS &[HEH&ET FeLpsESHDGSH
EmiG eMeneneLILICUTSEHET 61601 &H(HSHH HeUTH UTLed6d QeuefiLGEHMS:

QUMD GMIGET CUTSHEMEST Q&I QUITIIS G (HSHSHEMeNLI

Us& Q&mevedl merrGlermiuiied GCums eMB&GLD

QD WGHhGTer Qetercgerm Gel eNerbLid

Qs GmeNsst ugd CummmM oy,GuTLGEL”

@uum_edled QUMD OFMIGET WMMID “CQUTLS GHESSHET YPHEWUDMISHES 6THITS “CILDIILD
LS’ WLOHMID QS GB PHWeme (WPearmeussIUGRSHTmer. @&eT cpeold  GuwlgeTalevme
DGHSHMGIL. 2 GUUEHIOWITET  SMEUTDeD  BeTQerMu|ld  (SHWILDTETENe 616N H(HSHS
QILMISSLILBE MG (Venugopal, 2013).

‘BeotRlerMuNeL  Cures  aNB&GLD  66oim  QFHTLY  GSOILIUTE  (P&HWGGQID CQUNIHDSI.
2_GuIenLOITE  SLeoNGSSlesT CHTHSHID  efGemer SIMAUNUND BLHFHASTE QBES GCeaustu(hid.
wesflgenell NHUUGILD, HEFGMISSHIUGID, HOWTEOOUNCD MUSH(HLILGID 2 6TITEHLOUITEN DG S SH6dT
LeTLSeMTE:  Q(h&S (DIGIWITE. @eleumsuiled UMDUTL I HSHHH6T g eNjFeard LeNgGHUILD
LOHOID Fepd MCABMCWITH QST FUML WISTHMDSI.

FU&E FIHBSSWLD aflHGCHWILD

umbuTL g &&sHlesT CMSEIL LML 6L&MET  6(HRIHMOISHHIL ULUTTSHGLCUTE, SeuUTs)
Sihgenent  Hernetle h6iTOG  SUMILIUGHMSS SLHG FeWWeHEF FIHHSS CHTHGL T QUIRGUS)
Qzefeun&mgl. §méh CeumumenL tHJIUG, Fowl Nflalsnersnil MILILG, GColus-FmeavSInhigerest
SHeMmsHme aljilug, Ceueliym euflurl B (Wememerd Caaals@GL UGS Ioug. GCUTd
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DFRIGMOTLD  GHSHMEMULLD  SHEOLILG  PHme  OIHGHID  Wefgesllstt  Sileys
&SHATHMSU|D FLOSGHIUSHMSUD (pesTeNmISHGIE6Tment (Meyyapan, 2011).

@eueurm uUMFHEGLLGUTE, UMDUTLIGE HGsHleT LUGSSMe] Qaumid ANeujHhs &b eneo
SlL6L; gl Feps el emevsnill CHTHHI HHGememLTGLD. eNGenesr MITLOUNCO(HHSID, FTé-
Fouwl  UTGUTRSeMNEOGBHGID, Gumedllmen gy 6Thls  HHSTTEHHOBHGHID NGallIuCsH T
Sihsemeutuilest SlqLLEHL CHTSHSHNS HMDSHMDGI.

(CAL L)

umbUML I §&S 60T LML eL&ET &epsdss FISHHSHHLD, LGSHSM6, FGHHAID, FLOW ENLDIFEILD,
&g eI, &5HAFeMNe] WEW uLCaum HhGemenseaflstt QFTGSLUTE eNeThiGH6TM6. FMSlL
Aflelenemenws  eHISHGH  TQUUILEGL G0  &eps  FGHFIUGHMS  (PeTemISHHDG.  FLowLl
CUHISMETS &H6g&HGD HhGHemest 6NG (HEMLULT ML QUOWMISHHMG. Ceugld, FmeroHLb,
Q& CuTEImeuMsnm  ALIHGGSD  UTLeL&T SMeyd &SHATSHOGL UGSSNNMHEGLD
QIfQIGSATMeT.  HCHCUTL, sMHAemeLUllsHT 2 ufsmerd CaemaNsGLUBSHSHID UM Qeuafliyné
FLRIGSHmeIL  LoeNGelst  Meemijeysd (WSS QI aNsEHMmE. CUTEd  LD&MISmaNTILLD
CUTeNs G (HESHEMAIILLD 6THFHGD LML 6D 2 6HI6NLOUITET DGHSHSH6M SiqLiLmL. BHeTQenrIWLITg: @(H&58
Geuctoi(BLd  6TeoTLIEMNS  UEOWMISHIHMGI. 6T601Gey, UMDUMLIaF HSHFH6T ShGenerued &g eTHLIL,
gowl ur@ur@®  aHJUY, FLMIG WLOIOY, UGHSMe AMelsF &HIHTWD, HerQerm o Hliiemel
RCOIAL MM Qenewhsd &Fepss  FIHHHSHS HHSHHSHNE  UMDEHCTME. Q& HihS6m6oISHe
eNGemest  MLILLGSHI FOHGHIOUEF &FCPSHSHME 2 (HUTHGUSDETET  IlqLLHL  SHLILSENTS
SY6TTIRI(G S 6TTM6TT.
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