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Abstract: Siddha literature occupies a distinctive position in the history of Tamil literature, characterized by its
unique philosophical, spiritual, and socially conscious perspectives. The Siddhars expressed their life experiences,
spiritual quests, philosophical realizations, and social concerns through poems composed in simple and accessible
Tamil. Their works do not merely emphasize devotion or faith in the divine; they also explore diverse dimensions of
human existence, including the nature of life, the relationship between the body and the soul, ethical conduct,
social relationships, equality, rational thought, and opposition to superstition. Agathiyar, one of the prominent
figures associated with the Siddha literary tradition, presents profound reflections on human life and social values
through his songs. His poetic expressions emphasize compassion, moral responsibility, self-awareness, equality,
and the importance of righteous conduct. At the same time, his works question social discrimination, irrational
beliefs, and practices that undermine human dignity. The humanistic dimension of Agathiyar's songs can therefore
be understood through their emphasis on the dignity of human life, ethical consciousness, social harmony, and
intellectual awareness. His teachings encourage individuals to transcend external distinctions and recognize the
essential value of humanity. In this sense, Siddha poetry becomes not merely a form of spiritual literature but also
a vehicle for social criticism and ethical transformation. This article examines the humanistic ideas expressed in the
songs of Agathiyar, focusing on themes such as compassion, equality, ethical living, social relationships, rationality,
and the rejection of superstition. The study highlights how Agathiyar's Siddha poetry combines spiritual insight with
social consciousness and demonstrates its continuing relevance to humanistic thought and the pursuit of a more
equitable society.
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S QevsHw  eugorHMed HHST QELSHHWID  FeNGFHeUTeT HHHM6OIL  LIFLINLIS
QamauLsme:  aNaMMIGHDG. HHSHTHT  HRIGETH  UTDHMES  JIFHILIQURIGEMETILID, Y 60TLHSS
GCHLeLGMETULD, CIOUIUTILIED 2 6UT6SHEMETU|LD, Fepd CHTEHGHmeLd 6Teflll SLOIHIGL LML 6L&6NTS
QeueNuu@G S Sulerernenty. @ealfHeng UM eL&HET QenMBLOLNGMSHEMII L (LD (LP6TENMmISSHTOE, LD6NS
QMD&GmSUT6T  @Quicdl, 2L ev-2ullj QsMLIY, SmEBM, &pd 2. Mme| &Ggeald, UGS e,
COLBONGMS 6THLIL GuTeD LLGCIM SHSHHISMETD (P6iTmaIsbHTmeT. Qelalmaulsd §Hgs)
QevsAD  oetTNs  @eSHWIDTS DL (HLDELELTNE, W6eflg eumpallamney  eillinjgFer  ChTéEed
G FeP&HEF ShGHen6T QeLSHIIDTHAID HHLDEMS).

8587 LIND UGSSHWT (LPSHETEHIOUITET Y EHEDOWITSES SHSULUGHDTT. SLOD LOFLN6DL
SBGHHLT  BHFIUD, CUTHD, @merd,  Qwuwied, QM HHw v  HEMECaT(H
QHTLIUUGSSUILGEADTY. ASSHWT QUWIFled eUPRSIUGLD UTL6L&eMd 6fg  euUTLDEHmSHUT60
2 _6uuienld, SMEBM, TG MM, M6y, Qenmend, 2 uNjseflsht e(HEOWLLUILTEG WHW HIhHS 656
AL QUM H6aTm6TT.
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eoNlHemenT  O6ENGH6TITS  WHSHL, M 2ulJsealLsHed QI&sDd  QSMeTELSHD, FELPS
Caumur(hamensd SLHG EDETOIMIUID FOLTHES SHIHSHOD, MCBMIUIL 6T QUTDHE, 2 6TI6mLOEMLL
QNN QUPWITe: YImigGed yPhwemel eNGCHLISHEHT QLUDML S FamGTGLD. @&FnmIserT
SIBHHWIT UTLeL&aT6L QeuefiuBD HbhGmersConm(h QBIHRSIW QHTL UL Wem6eN. GOILTS, Gy
QOMEMEGET SNMETSHH 2 UNTSHEHLD L RIGHBIDET 6160TD SHHSHGH, QeuailiLmé &L MiGSHemenenL
eNGeNesT SIHSHMNIMIDEGEG QUPRISLILGL WPEHAWSHIaID, NUTTHE HbhHmeTanl aIeOl|MISSHID
CuTEE Y &wenel GHSHILT g enesTullesr WeNGCHI iqHHe1sHms CeueiliiL(h s glHeiment.

ABSHLGLD 55T LD

SLODE HHHT LI YeTNSG HDILOISMSUD QUMDEHNS JFDILIQUSHMSUILD 62 (ThMISH 06T & LD
SesNlgGleunmer ShgHenest LILUTGLD. HHSHTHET LIUTE Hlevailll LD SH(HSHSHISHEMETD &L hIGHEMETI|LD
SiULg Guwi JMHMISSTETETTLOCL, Sleummes 2_630T60)L0 & & 60T60ILOETIL SLIMLLD CUTEHmM&S
Q& mesuniq. (Hh&6vTT).  LoesilGeeNlest o efenmihg LMHMCLD 2 WNhHE WeThs HeneL&HST6T SqLILIEDL.  6T6sT
SIUTS6T S(HHeoI) (Subramaniyan, 2001).

S&HHWT  SHGemenuligid  eNGellest  SBHeMLEG  (WPHEWGHHOID  SleN&SUILGHME.
Qeueflliymé  QFWeL&ET, FLMIGSET, LWHETRISGHT YPHWLQUDMMS SMLIqeYd LO6sGH6uM6sT  LO6IID
SMienuwimd QHLUUCH (PSHETeMITEISTES HHSLLGHMG (Agathiyar, 1934). @&edT eLpeVLD LD6N & 6vM6oT
SHETOG 2 Wife| SleueTg 2 6TeMMhg (PESSCHTHL  AMHmEOCITHLL  CSTLJLL WG  6T6TMm
&5G QeuaNuuBGHmG).

5SHW  Ehgeneoruilest  eNHCHWIL  LFLTEIGMSL  LNesTeUHD  Famisbeiler  eULNWITS
S JMLIGOITLD:

o 2UuUNiJ e(pemwLLTEH
o GLDGHFI6U 2 U6y
© UGS

e &FLMEG ML

o LDEISHHIENLD

«  PABH

e Upineod GUEDISHEL

QEHFMIGET UMEHGID LDENGEM6TT EMDUIDTSS QBTG 2 UIfhG UM &IhSemesTeniL
2 _(Ih6UME G ST M6IT.

2 ullj p@emwUUTHLD FLGGI6UEF &ibHS 606D

eNSCHULSHET LML & FamSHaNed 66IDMTH FLOGFHIOUD HMDEMG|. 6NGTSHerilenL Gul
Oply, &rd, W, QuTGeTTHTy Henew Gumem SMHEMNGaTET gLl uiled 2 WIfe|-STLDe]
SHILLG WeNGCHISHMNEG (PIIMEISTGLD. MaTHH 2 UNJHEh&GL 6T Slgliusml 2 ulijhenev
2 ¢ifenng| eT601m 2 ewife  efGIHaflemLGuiwmenr  CaumUTE&HemeTd  SMellg  62(HEMLOLILITL 6mL
2 (HUTEHGHME).

S55HWT  Shgmeulled  Q&Hmasw 2 ullj @OmeLUUTL(HS  &BHHE  QAsefeurs
QeueiiuG & mG):

“FHHCW UFTUICLD ¢6TCm QGUI6ULD
5606 |UNJ FaImIsH@ GISTEITEFS: . (Ramanathan, 2008)

AQUUTL eVl &61T Sln6erTH g 2 UNTHESHGLD SlqUUEDL TS Cr Qemmenid Heve Hme 6T6TMm
&HHMG  (LPEITMEUSKTMET. “6eeiGM  QFUWIQID 61601  &(HHG WS GCamUTEEHMTS &L bHS
@@HEOLUIUTLL.  IWLNISHAMS. “FH0a U]  6l61MH CFTLM S QFfHGemerenil GLogyILD
afleju@ssHmg. Qoo B GMUILL welgsd GUaIHGsn, &THECET, LHSHDOCHT 2 fuig
SI6L6EV; SUMETHG 2 UNTHEHL BID QHTLFLUML WISTGLD 61651 LIMTemed Qi@ QeueNULGE M.

Qe WENGCHW  CHTEHOD  JEIGCUTH, NS TEER&HMLCL  QFULMMSILITS
2 (HheurssLUGL Caumur(hsemer MGG HHSHNETLITS Q&Hm6tidh QSHMETaTeLND. eneoTau(hLd Gy
o UNPlwied OHMID 6THGBL QLIHBEMEVUTNGIT MISGHIGET 616N 2 w6, LNMENISH STLPEUTES &([HGID
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eThleneuemis HNTEHMG. QH6IMEL FGGIQUD 6T6TUGH CQauMIDd Fepssd CHTLUMLTE @6L6VITLDED,
2 uNj&afer SlqLliLenL. eHmLULUMLIqe0([BHE 2 (HeuTG HMmeNuled BeMeLLILITL TS eMDEMS).

Cuogid, @&6&HHG WeNFCHULSMS WaNGTHEEEGT WL HL SLGUUBSSTDE, eS|
o UINJsLSHGHID  aNfleyuBSHEDE. 6T6Gey, SHHWR6tT  ENHCHWSE ShGenemuled 2 ufiy
RHEOLULTE FL&SIUSHH 55O Slg&Saons eNeTRIGHDS.

UGSSMaY CPLBLOLING S 6rSHFLLLD

55571 QesEWSSHeT GOUIIL 55585 LGS 60N LUGSHSNUEF HibSHmesTLm@GLD. LOFLN6L
Bevalwl &msgIHmen  eumier QeuaNiyms GCHTHMSHET  SlgLLemLulled FHMIGESTETATTLOC,
SleUMMETT 2 6TOIMLDG H6TTenOeNI  YIMHG 2 6wy Geusti(hd 61601 CUTEG HHST UMLLS6M6L
STalLUBRHME.

S&HHEHWT  uTLevGefled Ceusld, &mevdgw, FLMG Cumarmeumsnm  QeueNUymLOTSL
MeTummieuendsd  SMLigeId,  esliGefler  eumpelluled 2 6uemd  WOMID  Nels CFHeaNesE
WsHWSHD SleNsGL fngenst QeleNULGHDS:

‘UMi§Feu g umuTGs: umpGum &rGs;

ueuGeus Smervly(pLd UM LIM(b:

g&gedlebeung el Nemp&sE CFUIg LOMJ&HSLD
6160TLO & & Glerevotensn Qlulevotesnll LMTT BGry.

urgaum BreLGeugLd BHIeYID LIT(H;

UOMTENE meULILGHCHT NenemiGim Camig.;

ffium eeTQDIETMISHESE 660160M DM

afemNCeoo WeufNenps6s QFU1g OMI&HSLD.” (Ramanathan, 2008)

Quum_edlev Geueliiym oiMle], GCeug-gmervdnsd &(HSHSHIGET, SQUDMD gL WITSHS
Q&ML HEnL (LPMM&ET YHQDemnm alnjFear CHTEHEHL IS Hestend CeuaflliuBGHmSl. UMb
ur@”  etesr ISR euMISHIUG,  TEMGUID  QYUMTLIMDED  JOHMISCSTETONTIOCD  iG6dT
2_6UIENLOS GH6iTenDENUIF HihSHHe Celan(Bd 6T60TM SHEMLPLILITSL CQUIT(H6TLI(HEHSH60MLD.

Cgyld,  “cETAMTETMIHES  s@6lemm  IA”  6ldim  QHTLfled  LLGoum  &(HSHS
Caumur(Raemend (PrEILTG&meTLD &GLligsSTL (B elwjgeail CuréE SmeiludGEmng. @ &esr
Qplwrs Qelaluym iMe| Si6Leg &Tevdly SFHsMID WLLEEL Wellg eumpelsT 2 @umeamuls
Siwnefss (WIGUWITE T6TUMSS HaTlEh] 2 601 SISMITI.

6NSHCHUIS ST SqLiLiemLuNed Q&AHHMHESG (WPEHEWGHHOID 2 (. ghlemeiey LGS ey
efGemest  SIFFD,  SIOWMemD,  ePLBNGMS  YHweunMed®hs oaNGalsimg. Sideneu
SlgLiLemLWnss Qameu Wwefger Nmengl KMeruHmIQUSHGL UHOTS o ausnnemilsd CHhHEmme.
@aemed UGSSMHIe| Wwelgeahs siMlas &5EHTSHDGD Feps ANBHMOEGD AINIGSEDSI.

sTerGey, SIBHHWINT UGSHHM6eYF Ehgenest WeNHCHWSSHT Medliied MWD  FePs
NG semeoll Lflmangeng CQeueMULGSHEMGI.

LOGUTSHGTIINLOWLD LD6vflEHGIHI(LHLD

S6HHLT AhGeneruiled NG eNer SisHemev WNGHS (PSAWSHOID QUNISHDE. Qeuefliymg
FLRIGSET 26060 LML (B (pammaemearalll erdSler GGl 2 WfhesTessd &[HSLLGEME).
oevfGevfledT eTeuTeuOI(LOLD QEFWILUT(RD HMUIEHOWITS SmOW|DCUTE| WL (HGCD S6U6TSH 60L& (LD
SIMEUTDAYD (P(PeoLd QUMIS6TmeT.

Qamens QHeMlaUBSHHID UmMSBUND SUSHHHIIT LML 6L LN6TQIBLOTN HDDEHMSI:

“LOOTLDG| QFLDEMLOUWIMESITEL OHSHTEH Q&FNGES GeoevurLm:

LDEOTLDG)] CIFLDEMLDILIMEIITEL CUMU|MEU QUITSHS CeU6surLT:

LDEUTLOG| CIFLDEMLOIMTETTTEL UTHenI HMISSH CeucworLT:

LD6VTLOG| CIFLDEMLOWITEITEL LOHSTER Q&FLDemWITGLD.” (Ramanathan, 2008)
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@UUTL 60160 “LD6ILDG)| QFLDEDLOWITEITEL” 6T60IM QBT Bredi@ SlgdHeNeid st L@
QLAuUMIeNG GOUNL$55568. Q&6 cpeold LeNGeeT Yeo1hles 2 WfalSGD  AMAUTDE|SGLD
Slq LML TS Q(BLILG US| DETHHIIMOGUI 61601 H(HSHGH eUOWMISHLILGHME).
WLHATWL, ePF&HULUNMHE, eumd CumETD) PTG LUWNDHESHET HMEBIHMHGU|D 6L LD6ITLD
QeemLILBGSHD  (PSHETEMWILTEISTSHS STLLLUUGEDS. @QF6r cpeod Qeuefliiymi  LuNmHESenest
TEUUIEON S6M SIS SHTL_LgeVILD, LO6sNGeviledT 2 eienmiBHS LMMHMOGCL 2 WTHHSTHME).

weNsCow ChHrsHd Q&6&MSSH WEGHS WsALSHQID QUMISMS. 6D SIUIEHLOWITS
Q&EGLD NG DST6H 6T, &H(Hen6eunl, CUMTMIEND, QU&H&D, FDGHGIEN 2 66| GUITETD LITuL&el
Quieouns 2 (Heum@GLD. Wendnlemnd Qeveors HemeouNed QeueliymE FLMIGS6T WL (HGL LD6oNgemeo
2 WINH&6U6ITS LMMHMTE| 6T6TLGCH QLML 601657 SIGLILIENL. 2 60T SHEVMSHS CGTETATEVMLD.

@& earrev, SISGH ST &1h & 6m6uTLTI6L 063N G CHUILD (P &60OI6L LDETLOMTMHM & S0 (B H &)
QEMLRIGHMEI. LO6sNG6vT6r 2 6Tend QFLDEOWITGLCUTE HeUTH QFT6D, QFUID, FEH& 2. M6 Y H
SIMETHFID  QFDMUITETIHTS  OMTMIH6TM6. 616G, LDTHGMUEMID  LDNGHCHUI  euTLDeN6T &
Slg HHENDTE HMLDEME).

SIMEBMUWLD o6 lHCHW(LPLD

weNGHCHWID  SDABNUNNBHEH TNf&ES WRWTHHTGW. LIDGSEG ShG CQFwuImemLD,
SIGOTLL 60T LGSV, SHHEMEWIL|L 65T QFIWILLIHSHED, 2 iuemid CU&HSHED, FLOGHG IO 2 6UIJe L 60T 6UTLNSH6L
S &wenel eNHCHUWISH 6T Smeiuled GleuafiLmEG&HeTmGLD.

SIGHHWT Hhgenenulled Geuaflliumé FLRIGS el LOeTHSl6 QFLMLGE HeMSH&ULHLD
W&HWGGIUD, SMCBMIUT6ET 2 6ToenLOUITET SilqSHHeNLD LOesNGevNleoT 2 6manGHCeOCUI 2 6TTenG| 6T6TLIMS
2 IJHSHISHMG|. 6D CFDMLOUITET LOeNGeTer QFWEOLTESHE@HD DEFSTILHLISTES S6MLOW|LD.
(Balasubramaniyan, ~ 2004)  @eleuem&ulled  SSSHFMHD  WLOMID  ADABM  6aTCOHMTCIL MM
QBMLJLEL U166

oeollGeoiledT o elenMihd L6 &ep&HEF QFweounLns  GQeuefllliu@d  Heneouned, &esfoesNs
6@6%]9{55[0 FeP&  SMONG  LIHOWMLEDG. @QFHEML  AGSHWT HHGHmeTuNled SIMLD  6T6TLS)
Sevlneslld Y 6o1hs (LPeTCarHmEHHM&TeT H@HeN L (RD6LED &FELN& HELMEST 2 (HUMHGWD eUTLpeIlied
QBOWITSEED HEMDEME)I.

ereveurm 2 UFsaflggIb 6Ty
‘F&HYUT” 6T160TD  UBSHHWNl6tT QFmeLeLMTLE  WeaNHCHWSSH T sTLsmevem  Nifle UG SSID

(PSHLIDTETT  FMITMTS HMAMEG|. LoesNGemner LG mLWLILGSSTO, 2 Ul en6sHms U
Gy @empheneouller CQeuafllum_m&s s@HGID UTJmel Qhi@G STeuliLGEHmE).

@Cr Qemmemid SMmeTHS 2 UNTHEHGSD QUTSHIUTEIG 660D SBHEHSH Hemeveumid GCuUTS),
2 uNjsaflemL Gl 2 wijel-&mpe| sMHUILUSDHSTET gliusml. MIGSLIUGHDE. Q&etT QFHTLJFHULITS
o INAp&&EL, M 2 uljEHemen  WWHHFHDH, QUIDOSOWIL UTHSTHHO CUTETD  S([HSHGISEHLD
6o HCHWIS Hl6tT fleUT6enT 6Iq UMRISENTSHS GQSTeTaTLILI(H &l6oTmeuT.

sT60TG6Y, 3186 Sl 6tr L6371 & GIBLLILD LD6311S 18 €1 S &H6m L GULLITETT 2 Meme L (LD
OLWILGSHHWGLD. G — JMenHH o UNHmeTLD 2 et &AW uihHS 2 uNgCHWE
shgememungead eNifleusnL Sms).

FeS (WeTGaTmmMSH & 6L Lo6vflgHGEHWLD

eoNHCHWID HeofeNHl Lemums WL HLOTMN &FeLps MMHMHSHMSTE HigLiLemL. LEHLLTSHELD
SIMDEME). FLSHFHQID, UGSHSHM6, WearsHNILmD, JDABD, 2 uNflyssn HW&Hulene Feps eumpeaied
BenL (PemmULGSHSUIURDLCUTE WeNgTsaNenl_Gul emmisnid 2 (HeUTHMmE).

I&5SHWIH6TT S HnesIgHenen €(HRISMENGHSIT UTTESGSCUTSH CLPeTm (WSS Heneuseit
QeueNuu@&eTmen.  (DGHEOL, “FHeve ull]”  6l60Tm  HHSSHeoT eufung 2 ullj  eEBemLLUILTE
QOWMISSILGREAME. B5SHHTEH,  Coaug-gmevdimseisot  Qeuallilym  AHSTTHMS — QPTULDd
UGSHSM6E ShGemnen (LPeiTemeussSLILGSDS. QMIHUITS, “D6IDG CIFLDEMLOUITEITEL” 616D & ([HSSHl6dT
QULAIWITS LD6WT&60Tl60T SUSLOTHMLD (L 6aT6RTIMIS S LILHHMG).

@QuepemId  eReTCOMCLTETM  CQHTLUsmLWemed. 2 ullj e(hMWLLUTE  FLSHHUSHMS
2 (hUTEGHAME; UGSSNe  NWToLUNO(BHE  WweNgemer  aNBaN&HME;  LDETSGMLIEHLD
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SIMABMIWITET  EUMTDEDE 2 (HEUTEGHMG. Qever  epeiiNleneiL|d QL HHCEOCW  (Lp(LPEDLOWITEDT
eNGCHIIEF ShGHemesT 2 (HUTHMDGI.

(CAL L)

S55HWT  Shgemesulled  WWeNHCHWID 2ulj e@EaewUUTEH, FGFQID, UGSHSM6,
e GMilend, SOABMN, 2 uNflIssDd WPHUW FamiGefsit cHRKMMIHE 6GEIDTES DS
wefgesllest Qeueflilm  SemL MRS S6U6TSH 2 6MeMMibhS UGILSEHSS (WDSHILISGI6UD
Sleflugid, stebeom 2 uNfsemend Gy 2 uNfluled-gheimiisl  CQUBBENeLUNDT  SHRISHRISETTSHS
SHGIUGID SIS SHGenenTulest &esN&HMULIMEGLD.

Qe FepsHHeL  FMH, WS, QUTGHEMTHIIL, HHSTIL  CUTETD  STJEEINSENTTEL
2 (hauT@ GCamurhser, ealei(pamm, F&HUMNTMD, CPLBIONGMS  PoHUDOMS S HS
eaNsCHULEF FNESHME 2 (HUTEGUSDE QFHNHSHMEIGHET QUNGTL HHTme. GOILILNTS, L06NGGHUILD
Qeuefluied CaLLULL  Ceuctoliqul 6601MEVEV;  LDENGeoilesT LO6Td  CFLDEMLLILGUHONBHCSH 8
QSMLRIGHDG 66Im  ASSHWHT  SiqliemL & EhgHenet, Geoes (PESSMBUID  &CLpS
HeLMETULD QenauSHGLD 2 Wfhg eUMpaluled CHTLUM TS &H([HS55HSH55S.
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